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A Message from the 

Presidenté 

Greetings from the BAOC! 
 
Itôs hard to believe that we are 
already halfway through the school year.  Where has the time 
gone?  Each of the schools in the Berkner area have been 
busy presenting orchestral concerts and preparing for All 
Region and All State competition. Our young musicians have 
demonstrated the quality of our programs and as a result of 
their discipline and hard work they once again distinguished 
themselves with fifteen Berkner, twelve Apollo Junior High, 
and three Liberty Junior High students being selected for All 
Region orchestra.  In addition, Thomas Baek earned a chair in 
the All State orchestra for the second year in a row.  Our 
students have held themselves to the highest performance 
standard and we are delighted with the results of the 2009 All 
Region competition.   
 
During this busy season we hope you will take time to enjoy 
the music that surrounds uséand to appreciate the 
musicians! 
 
Wishing you happy holidays, full of musical cheer, 
 

Lynn Hoffman  
 
BAOC President 

 

          

        HAPPY  HOLIDAYSéHAPPY  HOLIDAYSéHAPPY  HOLIDAYSé   
               from the Berkner Area Orchestra Clubfrom the Berkner Area Orchestra Clubfrom the Berkner Area Orchestra Club    



Berkner Area Orchestra Club Newsletter, December 2009 Page 2 

BAOC Information
BAOC 2009 -2010 

Board of Directors    

 
      President  Lynn Hoffman 

    Secretary  Carl Lorey 

    Treasurer  Stacy Pitney 

    Asst. Treasurer Ellen Parsoneault 

     Publicity  Pat Fox 

     Historian  Cheryl Holiwell 

     Hospitality             Lupita Villarreal & 

                                   Valerie Siverling 

     Newsletter  Amanda Aiuvalasit 

     Fundraising  Frank Baek 

 

   Orchestra Directors  

     Berkner HS Director Craig Needham 

     BHS Assoc. Director Mark Davenport 

     BHS Assoc. Director Janet Lattanzi 

     Apollo JHS Director Lynne Thornton 

     AJHS Assoc. Director Jody Cies 

     Liberty JHS Director David Cook 

      

BAOC ô09-õ10 Board Meeting Schedule: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAOC Mission Statement 
BAOCôs aim is to support and promote the RISD orchestras 
in the Berkner area.  Our commitment is to:  

¶ Ensure that the financial support is in place to allow the 

orchestras freedom of choice with regard to concerts, com-
petitions, and new instruments.  

¶ Provide publicity to ensure enhanced community interest 

in our orchestras. 

¶ Encourage larger audiences at the concerts from both 

within and outside the area schools. 

¶ Support the orchestra directors whenever possible to al-

low them more time to do what they do best...teach!  

August 18, 2009 

September 21, 2009 

October - no meeting  

November 9, 2009  

December - no meeting  

January 11, 2010 

February 8, 2010  

March -  no meeting  

April 7, 2010 (Berkner Area Orchestra  

      Spring Showcase Concert at  BHS /  

       ô09-õ10 Board installed) 

May 10, 2010 (old & new Board)  

The meetings will take place from 7-8 pm in the Berkner Orchestra room, unless otherwise notified. Visitors are welcome. 

Board Members and Volunteers: 

Please remember to tabulate and send 

your volunteer hours to our president, .  

You work too hard to benefit BAOC, not to 

have your hours counted. 

*** Please visit our web site to view previous BAOC 

newslettersé..    

http://www.berknerorchestra.org/  

 

*** see pages 7 & 8 in this newsletter for a quick 

reference calendar of all our Orchestra Events!! 



Director:  Craig Needham /469-593-7028 /e-mail: craig.needham@risd.org 
Associate Director:  Mark Davenport / 469-593-7244 /e-mail: mark.davenport@risd.org 
Associate Director:  Janet Lattanzi /469-593-8914 / e-mail: janet.paderewski@risd.org 

 
 
 

Berkner Ram Orchestra
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Berkner Ramblingsé.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honor Orchestraé..Please congratulate the BHS Symphony Strings Orchestra for coming in 8th in the  state 

in the Texas Music Educators Association State Honor Orchestra Competition!  In a highly competitive contest, our 

submitted recording made it through the 1st day of judging and into the finals.  One of our goals was to make the 

finals and we are so proud of these kids for this accomplishment.  These students dedicate a large part of their 

lives to the pursuit of musical excellence...they are indeed a talented and disciplined group.  It is a joy to stand in 

front of them every day!  

Region  
We had an incredible day at the All Region Orchestra auditions!  Fifteen of our BHS Orchestra students made the All Region 

Orchestra.  In addition, four of the five string section leaders are BHS students, meaning they are 1st in the Region.   Special 

Congrats go to these students:  Thomas Baek and Carol Liu , violins, Lisa Sun, viola, and Hanna Choi , cello. 
 

 Please congratulate the following BHS Orchestra students on their Region success: 

 Violins:  Thomas Baek, Carol Liu, Benjamin Su, Garrett Jackson, Tiffany Lin, Jackie Lin,    

      James Lee, John Chang, Tiffany Wong, and Daisy Su.  
Viola:  Lisa Sun  
Cello: Hanna Choi and Evan Wright  
Bass: Paul Gomez and Kathryn Siverling  

All State  
Please join us in congratulating Junior Violinist, Thomas Baek , on his selection for the All State Symphony Orchestra!  The 

All State groups in Texas are considered the best in the country and the competition for placement is fierce.  The Symphony 

Orchestra is the highest of the three All State groups.  This is Thomasô second time to make All State. 

Thomas will get to perform with his All State group in February at the Texas Music Educators Association convention in San 

Antonio.  Thomas will also represent Berkner as the Concert Master of our All Region Orchestra in December. 

Bravo, Thomas!!! 

Trip  
Our trip to Colorado this year is to Winter Park on April 7 -11, 2010 .  We are excited about this trip and are 

busy fundraising.  We remind you that a $200 trip payment is due by December 16 .  Please be thinking over 

the Winter break about purchasing proper clothing for snow skiing as these items become more difficult to acquire 

in February and March. 

Media Partyé..Our Media Party was held on Halloween 

night in the Orchestra room and was a lot of fun.  Students 

came in costume (special mention to Paul Gomezôs amazing 

outfit!) or dressed as teenagers, and played video games while 

consuming a vast amount of pizza.  The stack of empty boxes 

was almost 5 feet high!  Weôre glad so many students came 

and made the evening such a success. 

Candy Salesé..The annual candy sale is cur-

rently going on for BHS Orchestra students.  De-

spite recent legislation that candy cannot be sold 

during the school day, our intrepid entrepreneurs 

have managed to make a big dent in the cases 

and cases and cases of candy in Mrs. Lôs office.  
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Apollo Junior High Panthers

 
Apollo Orchestra Notes 

November 2009 
 

Director: Lynne Thornton/469-593-8015/e-mail: lynne.thornton@risd.org 
Associate Director:  Jody Cies/469-593-8016/e-mail: jody.cies@risd.org 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

The Fall Orchestra Concert on Oct. 8 was a great success. The students wore their new black T-
shirts and the concert was well attended by parents and friends. The program ended with our tradi-
tional  finale favorite of the Canon in D by Pachelbel.  

Thanks to our parents for helping with the lovely reception!!!!  

 

Region Orchestra : 

Fifteen students from the Apollo Orchestra went to Garland High School on Saturday, Oct. 17 to audition for a 
position in the All-Region Orchestra. They competed against students from Garland, Mesquite and Rockwall. Con-
gratulations to our students for all of their hard work and effort; we are very proud of you! Twelve of our students 
earned a spot in this prestigious group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Fundraiser : 

Our Fall Fundraiser through Express Industries has come to a close.  Thanks to all the parents who helped the 
students take orders. We expect the products to be delivered to Apollo during the first week of December. Profit 
from the fundraiser totaled close to $875.00  

The Scary Party  on Thursday, Oct. 29 was a huge success.  Thanks to our parent volunteers who led the musical 
chairs game, served refreshments and helped with clean up. Our students also rocked out to thrilling music and 
sang along with karaoke.  Special guest teachers awarded prizes for the best costumes and the practice rooms 
held carnival booths. 

Upcoming Events  

Concert Orchestra Rehearsal  - Wednesday, December 2, 3:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., Apollo orchestra room.  

Winter Concert -- Monday, Dec. 7 in the Apollo Cafeteria. 7:00 p.m., Students will be wearing their formal uni-
forms. 

Northpark Concert  - Wednesday, Dec. 16, at 2:30 PM. 

                  Symphony Orchestra Officers  

                  President: Emily Lin         Treasurer: Nicole Radabaugh       Librarian: Daniel Choi                                                                        
      Vice-President: Mia Ivos   Secretary: Robyn Lam   

Violins: Kelsey Auldridge, Mia Ivos, Mandy Kok, Robyn 
Lam, Emily Lin, Emily Parsoneault and Camille Tooley  

Violas: Daniel Choi, Gwen Dalmacio and Alex Sobotka  

Cello: Nicole Radabough  

Bass: Christian Anniboli  



Director:  David Cook /469-5937836 / e-mail: david.cook@risd.org 
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Liberty Junior High Patriots

BIG THANK YOU to Orchestra parent, Francy Collins for helping the Advanced Orchestra with uniform fitting and 
alterations.  Mrs. Collins has given several days of her time to help the boys and girls select the correct dress and tuxedo for the 
seasonôs concerts and contests. 

Winter Concert ð  
Dec 10:  

The Liberty Orchestras will perform a Winter Concert on Thursday, December 10th in the 
Liberty Cafeteria at 7:00pm.  The Intermediate Orchestra will be playing ñStar Dancerò 
and ñChristmas Greetingsò.  The Advanced Orchestra will perform ñA French Noelò, 
ñThe Prayerò as recorded by Celine Dion and Andrea Bocelli and ñM to the Third 
Powerò.   A Grand Finale featuring Handelôs ñHallelujah Chorusò will be performed by 
the combined Intermediate and Advanced Orchestras.  We hope this will become an an-
nual event at Liberty.  A reception will follow the concert.  Bring your family out for an 
evening of seasonal music and cookies. 

Patriot Noteséé..    
 

String Fling ðJan 25:  

The 6th Grade Orchestras from the 11 elementary 
schools in the Berkner Cluster will perform at Lib-
erty JH for the annual String Fling Concert on Mon-

day, January 25th. 

The students will rehearse prior to the perform-
ance.  Also featured will be the combined Interme-
diate Orchestras from Apollo and Liberty as well as 
the Berkner HS Symphony. 

A pizza dinner will be served between the re-
hearsal and the concert at a cost of $3.00 per stu-
dent. 

All -Region Clinic and Concert ð
Dec 11 & 12:  

On Friday and Saturday, December 11th and 12th, 

Liberty will have 3 students in the All -Region Or-
chestra Clinic and Concert.  8th graders, David 
Cheung ï violin , Hiuching Kam ï violin and 
Richard Lee ï viola will represent Liberty in the 
annual event.  The clinic will be held at Garland 
High School.  The Concert will be performed at 
4:00pm on Saturday, December 12th. 

Liberty Orchestra students attend Mark Wood Concert in 
�*�D�U�O�D�Q�G�«����On Friday, November 20th, 35 students and parents 
from the Liberty Cluster attended the Garland ISD Orchestra 
presentation featuring Mark Wood.  Mr. Wood is a charter mem-
ber of the Trans-Siberian Orchestra, a popular rock string group. 


